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WESTERN MEDICAL AND SURGICAL SOCIETY
DR. SEATON, V.P., IN THE CHAIR.

Mr. JAMES LANE read a paper
ON SOME POINTS CONNECTED WITH SYPHILIS AND

ITS TREATMENT.

Having alluded to a fallacy which formerly existed in the pro-
fession respecting the curability or non-curability of syphilis by
mercury being a test for the disease, he admitted that many
cases, under favourable circumstances, might be cured without
the administration of a particle of the mineral, and considered
that where it was administered we should have a clear under-
standing of the object we have in view. 1. Is it to expedite
the healing of the sore? M. Ricord’s experience was that,
used indiscriminately, it took longer to cure cases of syphilis
with than without mercury; and M. Devergie’s observations
tended to the same result. In certain cases, however,-as
where much induration exists,-experience agrees that mercury
is useful. 2. How far does the mercurial treatment of the pri-
mary disease influence the frequency of the secondary symp-
toms ? The records of the army surgeons given by Mr. Bacot,
and including a large number of cases, show that the proportion
in which secondary symptoms occur after the use of mercury,
and without the use of mercury, is as 1 : 7. As, however, a
large number of cases, if left to themselves, as proved by ex.
perience, would never be followed by contamination of the
system even if no mercury were given, it becomes important
to attempt to classify the two kinds of cases. Here M. Ricord
has designated the indurated sore as the infecting, and the non-
indurated sore as the non-infecting form of the disease; and
thinks that as soon as induration has taken place, the disease
no longer is a local one, but that the induration is the first
expression of a diathesis and the commencement of the consti-
tutional disease; and in his last work he has broached the
doctrine that these two forms are different diseases, and capable
of propagating themselves. Having recognised the value of
induration as a sign of the probable occurrence of constitutional
symptoms, it is necessary also to recognise the induration in its
proper character as distinguished from the result of irritation,
"whether from the friction of the clothes or the use of caustics.
The true induration is sui genffis, giving the sensation of an
- elastic cartilaginous tissue which does not at all resemble that
produced by the hard oedema of inflammatory exudation, or
the thickened tissue of a cicatrix. Mr. Lane then alluded
to Mr. Lee’s views respecting the manner in which the indu-
’rated sore more especially affected the system. He seemed to
think that in the non-indurated sore the poison was excreted
by the ulcerative inflammation, whilst in the other kind ad-
hesive inflammation was set up; and that the blood became
- contaminated in its circulation through the effused lymph. Be
that as it may, the fact is established that indurated ulcers are
very soon followed by the secondary symptoms. With respect
to the non-indurated sores, it is certain that mercury does not
.accelerate their healing; and as secondary symptoms are less
frequent after their occurrence in a majority of cases, and
though there may be no necessity for its general use, yet we
should bear in mind that in some few cases the venereal poison
may be (and is) absorbed into the system, and so produce
secondary symptoms. This, then, being the case, the author
considered that even in such cases a mild course of mercury
was advisable, and offered much more general chance of success
than any other mode of treatment; but, in recommending it,
he of course advised its sparing use, together with ordinary
precautions during its exhibition. Though the same results
- could be brought about by purgatives, diuretics, low diet, and
diaphoretics, yet he thought that as mercury is regarded as one
of our chief evacuants, it should be used in the majority of cases,
especially as he considered the general health of the patient
would suffer less by the latter mode of treatment, judiciously
adopted, than by the former. An exception obtains, however,
in cases of phagedsenic ulceration, which occurs in broken-down
and dissipated constitutions, and depends upon some state of
constitution of the recipient. Such ulcerations spread rapidly
under the use of mercury, and require treatment by tonics,
stimulants, and sedatives. Such sores are seldom followed by
constitutional infection, the phagedsena occurring soon after
the establishment of the sore, the part affected being removed
by destructive ulceration before time has occurred for the
necessary absorption of the poison. If it occur late, absorption
will take place, and secondary symptoms supervene; and if
they do, they are severe, superncia.1 and destructive ulcerations
(as rupia) being liable to occur, and the palate and pharynx

being apt to become involved in the destruction of tissue.
Can the secondary symptoms be communicated to another indi-
vidual without the antecedence of primary symptoms in the
person receiving the infection? As the secondary disease
cannot be inoculated blood or purulent matter, M. Ricord will
only admit communication of secondary symptoms to occur
under circumstances of hereditary transmission. He admits
that a diseased father may beget a diseased ovum, and that
the diseased foetus may convey in utero the disease to the
mother, though, after birth, the infection can only be con
tracted through the medium of the primary ulceration. This
view of the case is, nevertheless, denied by Mr. Wallace and
Mr. Wilson, and the occurrence of secondary symptoms in the
wife in connexion with them in the husband at the time of
marriage, and without the supervention of pregnancy to com-
plicate the question, would seem to establish possibility of the
contamination. In support of this view, Mr. Lane brought
forward several cases, which tended materially to refute the
theory of M. Ricord, and to establish the contrary opinion,
before expressed, that secondary symptoms can be propagated
from the husband to the wife without the supervention of
pregnancy, and that in such cases the transmission of the
disease can only be otherwise explained by supposing that the
female had been previously affected with the primary sore, an
explanation which we were not warranted in receiving in far
the majority of cases.
The Society, after some discussion, especially on the latter

point mentioned, then adjourned.

Correspondence.

PROSTITUTION AND DISEASE.
[COMMUNICATION FROM MR. HOLMES COOTE.]

"Audi alteram partem."

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SiR, &mdash;As general attention is being directed to prostitution,
which is, in truth, but one phase out of many in a great social
evil, any information respecting the class of women who fre-
quent the streets, and who seek relief from public hospitals, or
are occasionally taken into custody for minor offences, may be
deemed interesting.
The female venereal wards in St. Bartholomew’s Hospital,

closed for a few months that they might be properly purified
after a sudden outbreak of sloughing phagedaena, have been
recently re-opened ; and the following is the history of the
seven first cases admitted into the ward under my immediate

care, in which there are thirteen beds :-
CASE 1.&mdash;Caroline J-, aged twenty-four, a well-spoken

person, of some education, formerly domestic servant, was
seduced, and lived for some time as a kept woman. She subse-
quently had a house, where she took lodgers, and earned from
X5 to &pound; l6 a week. Three years ago she contracted syphilis, of
which the primary sore has left no trace; this was followed
by large phagedsenic ulcers over the limbs. She has been six
times under my care for a phagedasnie ulcer on the left side of
the nose, by which her good looks have been greatly injured.

Feb. 1Oth.-Convalescent.
CASE 2.-Stella F-, aged twenty-two, well-dressed, and

of prepossessing appearance, lately returned from abroad,
applied to me at the out-patient room, with venereal disease,
stating that she was " married," and that her husband had in-
fected her four months ago. She was admitted into the hos-
pital, when the sister of the ward had an opportunity of seeing
her friends, all of whom appeared to be " women of the town."
She was, in all probability, a travelling actress, living with one
of the troupe. Disease-superficial ulcers of the vagina, nearly
healed, of three months’ duration ; superficial ulceration of the
mucous membrane of the soft palate, cheeks, and lips ; spots of
scaly syphilitic eruption on various parts of the head and
trunk. She left the hospital before recovery.
CASE 3.-Fanny S-, aged seventeen, a good-looking girl,

apparently suffering much mental distress, had never walked
the streets, but had been seduced from a good home by a young
man under promise of marriage. She told a story about being
" drugged," and rendered insensible, the particulars of which
were obscure. Disease-discharge from the vagina, with super-
ficial ulceration of the nates. Still in hospital.
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CASE 4.-Eliza S-, aged eighteen, a healthy looking girl,
a domestic servant of all work, was seduced, and then took to
street-walking for the last six months. Has earned from Xl to
2s. 6d. a night.
CASE 5.-Eliza B-, aged seventeen, a pale, but otherwise

healthy-looking girl, left the house of her mother, a poor
woman, six months ago in company with some " boys." Has
never " earned any money to speak of," but has walked
the streets more or less since she left home. Disease-excoria-
tions of the vagina, with discharge.
CASE 6.-Fanny L-, aged sixteen, a "hawker of combs,"

when she could not sell her goods, she took to prostitution as
a living. Has earned daily by the latter occupation, from
2s. 6d. downwards. Disease-small circular ulcer at the lower
commissure of the vagina, with discharge.
CASE 7.-Alice P-, aged eighteen, a healthy-looking girl,

of low extraction, brought up amongst prostitutes, was under
treatment in the hospital three years ago, and was taken to
the Magdalen Institution. She obtained thence a situation,
where she remained nine months; since when she has become
Hp.)’v;mt in :J. nrot.hp.1.

I could continue the list, but it would be a repetition of the
same tale-namely, that the class of prostitutes is composed of
healthy young women, some of whom have taken to the mode
of life after seduction by one of their own rank; others, from
never having known anything better; others, and by far the
greater proportion, as a means of subsistence.

Last year a young woman was in the hospital with venereal
disease, who had been married and had a child. She was de-
serted by her hasband, who returned periodically to plunder
her of what she gained by her own exertions. She earned
usually by her needle, 4.s. 6d. to 5s. a week.
A young girl, of better education than usual, has just quitted

the hospital to return to her home, which is in every way com-
fortable and respectable, having been seduced bv the master of
a merchant vessel, and then deserted in a brothel of the lowest
description. Her career, but for the fact vf her having a home,
would have been similar to the preceding cases. But I should
say that, as a rule, prostitutes come from a low class in life.
A few years ago I was assistant-surgeon in a prison where

many of these women were committed for short periods in con-
sequence of street disturbances. By far the greater proportion
were English born, but of Irish extraction. In early life they
were sent into the streets as fruit-sellers. As they grew up
they became prostitutes, and brought home a revenue to their
parents. Girls of the higher class were occasionally committed
for intoxication. According to the testimony of the warders,
they were usually better conducted than the lower class. Once

fairly connected with thieves, a prostitute is, perhaps, nevet
reclaimed. She becomes associated with members of the swell.
mob, or with pickpockets, and either accompanies these persons
to receive plunder, or carries on the business on her own ac
count as an omnibus thief. &c.
The matron of the prison to which I am now referring, is a

most charitable person, and indefatigable in the cause of re-
claiming women, told me that,. after forty years’ experience,
she could only remember two cases in which her efforts had
been partially successful; and she thought that, after a very
brief period, women acquired those peculiar ideas and love of
a vagabond life which rendered the restraint of a reformatory
establishment intolerable.

I believe that very-many prostitutes marry after a few years’
life upon town. They occasionally come before me as out-
patients, suffering either in their own persons, or the person of
their children, from syphilis. When a female once becomes
infected, so that the fostus participates in the disease, syphilis
seems to acquire force at each pregnancy; the children fre-
quently die either before birth, or, still more frequently, a few
weeks afterwards. It is impossible to say whether inherited
syphilis can ever be entirely eradicated.

It is unquestionable that there is insufficient hospital accom-
modation for women suffering from this disease. Upon an
average, 16 women apply every week for admission to St.
Bartholomew’s Hospital. The usual number of beds is from
seven to nine; but it must be remembered that a large propor-
tion of the patients are very destitute, and require repose,
cleanliness, and sufficient food more than medical treatment.
Inquiry is rarely made as to the real position in life of these
women, and it is known that many of the higher class dress
themselves meanly in order to avail themselves of hospital
accommodation.
The relation between the number of vacant beds and thE

number of applicants varies extremely. On Feb. llth, 1858,
there were eleven applicants and nine beds; upon other occa.

sions there have been twenty-one applicants and only three
beds. I have known fifteen vacant beds, and only eight
applicants. But then the state of the weather has an effect
upon this point, and destitute persons seek a refuge from cold
and wet, as well as from the inconveniences of disease.
A considerable number of young women are admitted into

the general wards for diseases which may be traced to former
irregularities, they having long since resumed some respectable
employment; and it is found that girls become tired of the
monotony of dress-making, book-folding, umbrella-making, and
such like occupations, and break out into temporary prostitu-
tion as a sort of holiday. A girl is at the present time under
my care, who can earn by steady work 18s. a week; but she
prefers the irregular life of a prostitute, and has greatly injured
her health by drinking.

Public decency may be greatly improved by the better
police regulation of certain quarters of London, but public
security may be greatly endangered by a succession of razzias
against the unfortunate class of which the above is a type.
From publicity they are driven to obscurity, with feelings
deadened or embittered by their experience of life. Let open
profligacy be kept from the public gaze, but let us not, by vain
restrictive laws, raise again suburban haunts of iniquity and
pillage, by a violent crusade against" our social evil," by
which those already forlorn will be rendered more so, and
driven to become the associates of every worthless cliaracter.
Earnest-minded men have not heard, and do not inquire into,
the experience of these women during their life of prostitution.
It might be as well to do so before they inveigh against the
iniquity of their lives.

I remain, Sir, your very obedient servant,
HOLMES COOTE, F.R.C.S.

New Bridge-street, BlackfriaTs, Feb. 1858.
HOLMES COOTE, F.R.C.S

DR. THOMAS ROLPH’S DEATH AT
PORTSMOUTH

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,- You will doubtless have many letters on the subject of
the late Dr. Rolph’s premature death ; the subject is by far
too important to our profession to be passed over sub silentio,
and the necessarily short article which I have read in your valu-
able journal augurs well that you will not permit an honoured
and talented member of our profession to be, as it were, hurried
off the stage, without raising your pen in his vindication-in-
deed, I may say, in the vindication of medical science itself.

It was admirably said by Lord Chatham, " Shake the whole
constitution to the centre, and the lawyer will sit tranquil in
his cabinet ; but touch a single thread in the cobwebs of West-
minster Hall, and the exasperated spider crawls out in its de-
fence." " Would that we could say as much for the medical
profession in Portsmouth !

It must be apparent to every reader of the evidence adduced
at the inquest on Mrs. Berry, that the medical man called in,
not only violated the rules of the profession in not consulting
with Dr. Rolph, but what is worse called upon another so-called
distinguished medical man, respecting whom I shall put a few
questions to you Mr. Editor. For what purpose did he go to
Mrs. Berry’s house ? Who sent him there ? The evidence re-

plies. But in what capacity ?-was it as a professional man ?
If so, how can it be reconciled with the rules of the profession,
when he was not ,in attendance ? Was it in the capacity of
deputy-coroner ? If so, it must be a slur on that gentleman’s
vigilance. Was it as a philanthropist ? Oh, no ! Was it as
Dr. Rolph’s enemy ? This, no doubt, he would disclaim, and
say it was purely from a philanthropic sentiment, and a desire
to act with impartiality. But what says the evidence ? that
they were on unfriendly terms. The screen falls ; the little
French milliner is disclosed-by all that is horrible, Lady
Teazle ! Yet Joseph preserves his self-possession, and deals
in sentiment to the last. But should he still persist in this
species of defence-should he still talk of medical honour, im-
partiality, and fine feeling, the exclamation will burst in on him
from all sides, by every man who holds medical honour and
medical science dear too-" Oh, d- your sentiment!" This

! may appear strong, Mr. Editor, but can the philanthropist drop
I no tear for the man cut off in the prime of life ; for the wife
l made a widow ; for the friends whose only legacy, should the

Portsmouth medical philanthropists have their way, would be
the heartrending feeling, that the cemetery, where all should be

, peace and quiet, should have on its tomb words calculated to
- wound the feelings and to remind them that that motto is, *L%t


